
STAND TALL, GET SNAPPED:
by Edo Zollo

The inspiration for this project came directly from my experience of taking PEP (Post Exposure Prophylaxis) after 

STAND TALL, GET SNAPPED was originally curated for an exhibition run in 2012 across the UK:

exposure to the HIV virus, following impulsive unprotected sex with a partner who I knew was HIV+. The medication 

had severe and very unpleasant side effects, which aroused intense feeling and prompted on my part, as to what it 

must be like to actually have a positive HIV diagnosis. 

I visited them in their home locations across the UK, photographing each in their chosen settings, which illustrate 

their individual stories. 

It has been a positive life-changing experience for me, and I have met some amazing people. My life has been 

touched by their personal stories, some challenging, some sad, but surprisingly full of hope and optimism for life. 

I have also learnt that life can be very difficult sometimes, yet each of these 30 people have an amazingly positive 

approach to life.

This exhibition is my take on over 30 years of HIV. 

Edo Zollo

Memories of my childhood: carrying my Dad’s camera bag, 

helping him with lens and films, spending my weekends at 

weddings.

I didn’t like it, I wanted to be free, I wanted to be out 

in the garden playing with my friends. Yet slowly I have 

rediscovered the passion for photography. I never imagined 

that one day I would find such enjoyment holding a camera.

Edo Zollo is a 41 year old photographer from London, UK. 

He focuses on street life, with London streets and events his 

main subject. His work can now be seen across the internet, 

thousands have viewed his photos, both through the power 

of the internet and recommendations.

Edo intends to use 2017 to embrace new adventures, 

working as a freelance photographer, always on the lookout 

for new and exciting opportunities.

Life is a circle. 

www.edlondonphotography.co.uk  

   

  

tweet: @STGSproject 

Mikey – 24 years old, 2 years HIV+    1988 - Oct 2012Maurice – 75 years old, 32 years HIV+ Julie – 54 years old, 11 years HIV+

Scan here to watch the film

www.thecrescent.org.uk

The Crescent organised another exhibition of the STAND TALL project in the North Transept of the Abbey and Cathedral Church of St Alban for 
two weeks in 2014 from 24th November to 5th December. They are now planning a further run across Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire in 2017.

I have travelled from Glasgow to Bournemouth, photographing 30 people living with HIV, young to old, female 

and male, non-white and white, straight and gay. The most recently diagnosed was three months ago and the 

longest, over 30 years.

I was determined to undertake this project with the intention to expose the still widely held misconception that 

HIV is largely restricted to gay men and people of black African origin. In addition to that, I wanted to offer 

affected individuals a unique opportunity to share their experiences by being included in this photographic 

exhibition. 2012 marked the 30th anniversary since Terrence Higgins, the first man to die of AIDS in the UK, was 

officially recognised by the NHS and it is also the recognition of HIV and AIDS as an epidemic by the American 

Medical Authority. 

We rely entirely on donations to operate so If you would like 
to help us maintain our vital services then you can visit 
www.thecrescent.org/donate or you can give by text for free 
by texting TCSG01 then £2 £5 or £10 to 70070
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